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Preface

In this third edition all the chapters have been updated to take account of contemporary changes
in the field of security studies. A number of chapters use developments in the Middle East as a con-
sequence of the ‘Arab Spring’ to illuminate the specific aspect of security that is being discussed,
from intervention in Libya to protests in Syria. Other case studies from across the globe have been
revisited and updated and this includes leadership transition in the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea and street protests in Greece.

This edition maintains the structure of the previous editions: the Approaches section is followed
by the Deepening and Broadening of the subject before we finish by looking at a range of Tradi-
tional and Non-Traditional security issues. There has been a reorganization of the chapters in the
Approaches section, with Historical Materialism moved to Chapter 4 to reflect its Marxist roots;
thus placing it alongside the traditional Realist and Liberalist approach. Peace Studies retains its
position as an approach with Cold War origins, while the remaining chapters have become more
salient post-Cold War. The order of the other two sections remains the same.

We have four new chapters. Three are complete revisions of topics from previous editions (Eco-
nomic Security; Globalization, Development, and Security; and Defence Trade) that have either
been solely written by new contributors or have had a new contributor’s input. The fourth new
chapter examines a new subject matter for the book and the field (Cyber-security). Finally, the new
contributors maintain the international breadth of expertise found in the previous editions with
contributors drawn from Europe, the United States, and Asia.
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New to this Edition

» Anew chapter on cyber-security charts the history and evolution of this highly topical
security concern and the level of risk it presents.

+ Arewritten chapter on economic security shows how economic instruments can be used to
pursue security goals.

+ A rewritten chapter on the defence trade adds an historical overview of the trade in arms and
includes new case studies.

+ A revised chapter on development and security looks at how globalization may foster a range
of insecurities and subsequent demands for change in developing countries.

+ Fully updated to take into account changes in the literature and recent events, including the
Arab Spring.
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Boxes
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Key Ideas

, ‘Key Ideas’ boxes outline the thoughts of key political thinkers
"Regime” here should not be confused with its use as a substi

tute for ‘government’ or 'state’ or 'ruler” in domestic politics. relevant to the ChaPter S argument.

It stands for an international institution consisting of principle
rules, norms, and procedures for decision making that inter-
national actors use to plan and carry out actions pertaining tq
sore specified matter. The principles, rules, and norms may |
written into a formal treaty or other international agreement
to which governments officially subscribe—like the Kyoto
Protocol—ar they may be informal but serious understandin
like the tradition or taboo that has grown up on the non-use
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of a foreign (i.e. non-resident) enterprise, with the aim
developing a fong-term relationship between investor a
enterprise, The Organisation for Economic Conperatic

Atolls are rings of coral reefs that enclose a lagoon 1l
contain small islets with a mean height above sea leve
approximately 2 metres. There are five countries col

entirely of low-lying atolls: Kiribati {(population 85,000
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“Think Point’ boxes will expand your understanding of the subject
area.

Background

‘Background” boxes will enable you to understand the context
within which events take place and subjects develop.

Case Study

‘Case Study’ boxes demonstrate how political ideas, concepts,
and issues are manifested in the real world.

Key Quotes

‘Key Quotes’ boxes include memorable quotes from scholars,
politicians, and others to help bring ideas and concepts to life.

Glossary Terms

Key terms appear in bold in the text and are defined in a glossary
at the end of the book to aid you in exam revision.
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as the basis of seminar discussion or coursework.
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be instrumental in further research.
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FOR STUDENTS:

Case Studies

Four additional case studies on women and war, terrorism, secur-
itization of communicable disease, and water resources examine
pressing security issues in greater detail.

Flashcard Glossary

A series of interactive flashcards containing key terms and con-
cepts has been provided to test your understanding of the termi-
nology of security studies.

Multiple Choice Questions

A bank of self-marking multiple-choice questions has been pro-
vided for each chapter of the text to reinforce your understanding
and to act as an aid to revision.

Web Links

A series of annotated web links has been provided to point you
in the direction of different theoretical debates, important trea-
ties, working papers, articles, and other relevant sources of
information.

FOR INSTRUCTORS:

PowerPoint Presentations

These complement each chapter of the book and are a useful re-
source for preparing lectures and handouts. They allow lecturers
to guide students through the key concepts and can be fully cus-
tomized to meet the needs of the course.
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Introduction

Welcome to Security Studies: the sub-discipline of In-
ternational Relations. It is the study of security that
lies at the heart of International Relations. It was
the carnage of the First World War, and the desire
to avoid its horrors again, that gave birth to the dis-
cipline of International Relations in 1919 at Aberyst-
wyth, United Kingdom. This concern with the origins
of war and its conduct enabled International Relations
to “distinguish itself from related disciplines such as
history, economics, geography, and international Jaw’
(Sheehan 2005: 1). It is the survival of agents, which
for much of the discipline has meant sovereign states,
that has become accepted as the dominant explana-
tory tool for understanding their behaviour. Security
is a matter of high politics; central to government de-
bates and pivoral to the priorities they establish. Quite
simply, no other concept in international relations

packs the metaphysical punch, nor commands the dis-
ciplinary power of “security™ (Der Derian 1995: 24-5).

Definition of security

Welcome, then, to a subject of great importance
and, since you are about to embark upon the study
of this subject, no doubt you would like to start with
a definition of security. Or, what it means to be se-
cure? You will see in Key Quotes 1.1 that many schol-
ars have done so. The good news is that a consensus
has emerged on what security studies entails—it is to
do with threats—and the even better news is that hid-
den within that simple definition lies the complexity
that you are about to delve into. What is most striking
about the definitions in Key Quotes 1.1 is that, while
war and the threat to use force is part of the security
equation, it is not exclusively so. The prevalence of
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threats is sufficiently far-reaching for Security Stud-
ies to encompass dangers that range from pandemics,
such as HIV/AIDS, and environmental degradation
through to the more readily associated security con-
cerns of direct violence, such as terrorism and inter-
state armed conflict. The latter, which so dominated
the discipline that during the Cold War it became syn-
onymous with Security Studies, is actually a sub-field
of Security Studies and is known as Strategic Studies.
Oxford University Press publishes a textbook that is
concerned with Strategic Studies: it is called Strategy in
the Contemporary World.

With the Cold War over, Security Studies has
re-emerged, and core assumptions about what is
to be secured, and how, have come to occupy our
thoughts. Traditionally the state has been the thing
to be secured, what is known as the referent object,
and it has sought security through military might. In
the chapters that follow you will find alternative ap-
proaches to security; approaches that offer different
referent objects, different means of achieving security,
and that indicate that past practice, far from enhanc-
ing security, has been the cause of insecurity. You are,
then, about to study a subject that is undergoing great
change as it questions its past assumptions, deepens its
understanding of what should be secured, and broad-
ens its remit to encompass a diverse range of threats
and dangers. Of course, this broadening of the subject
matter creates a blurring in the distinction between
Security Studies and the study of International Rela-
tions more generally. In this sense the broadening of
Security Studies mirrors the wider blurring between
International Relations and Political Science. The
process of globalization has led to internal issues be-
coming externalized and external issues internalized.
The role of domestic agents and policy concerns ap-
pear prominently on global agendas, whether it is the
future political structure of Afghanistan or deforesta-
tion in the Amazon. This blurring of the demarcation
between International Relations, Political Science,
and Security Studies can be seen in the breadth of top-
ics covered in this book and the centrality of security
in theories of international relations (for more on this
see Chapter 27). This is to be welcomed. I know it can
appear confusing and it would be much easier to cat-
egorize topics neatly, but this is to misunderstand the
nature of the social sciences. These disciplines are sub-
disciplines precisely because they overlap and have
‘something to say’ about the same topics. Instead of
looking for different subject matters, it is better to

think about different approaches. Despite the con-
tested nature of security, you know that ultimately we
are interested in how referent objects are threatened.
With that thought in mind, examining this diverse
range of topics might seem rather less daunting.

Structure

The book is not designed to be read from start (Chap-
ter 1) o finish (Chapter 27) because that is not the way
to read an academic text. If this seems a peculiar thing
for me to write, then let me explain. You are not read-
ing anovel in which the aim is to keep you in suspense
until the final pages where you discover who commit-
ted the crime or whether the lovers live happily ever
after. You want to know the questions and the answers
as soon as possible, and then, because—as important
as the answers are, they are not the most important
thing—you should want to know why these are the
answers and how they were reached. Think ofitas a
complicated maths question in which the mathema-
tician has scribbled furiously on the blackboard (or
more likely today the whiteboard) a series of, to a lay-
person, unintelligible equations that eventually lead
to an answer. It is the bit in between the question and
the answer (the bit in between are those impenetra-
ble equations) that reveals why the answer was found
and found in that particular way. It is like this with
your studies too. You should want to know, and your
tutor will certainly want to know, why you believe in
the answers you have found: to know your thought
processes. Knowing why you think about a subject the
way that you do, so that these thought processes can
be convincingly articulated in oral and written form,
is what reading for a degree is all about.

Therefore in this book, when reading the chapters,
it is perfectly fine to read the introduction and then
the conclusion, but you then have to read the bits in
between to know why the answers found in the con-
clusion were reached. Understanding the author’s
thought processes will help you develop yours. So,
having read what this book contains, which you will
find in this chapter, then read the conclusion. Chapter
27 will present you with the state of Security Studies,
and the theorizing that has taken place in the disci-
pline. It provides you with the context of why we, stu-
dents and tutors (scholars of the subject), think about
the subject the way that we do. In particular, the chap-
ter reveals the differences between American and
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1o bring down or weaken state structures, both territorial and
institutional, and governing regimes.’

Ayoob.(1995: 9; emphesis in original).

Emanapauon is the freemg of people (as Jndmduals anci
groups) from the physical and human constraints which ' stop’
ther carrying out what they wWould freely choose to do!
Security and emancipation are two sides of the same coin, -
Emancipation, not power or order, produces true security.
Emancipation, theoretically, is security.’

Booth (1991: 319).

If. peopie be they governrnem ministers or prlvate mdlwdu-. :
als, perceive an issue to threaten, the;r ilves in some way a and '
respond polltzcally to thls then that issue should be cleemed

to be a secunty lssue : : :

Hough (2008 IO} (emphas;s in orugmal)

sor and all manner” of persuasion; bolstered by the prospect N
of mutual[y shareci benef ts, to transform hostility into =
cooperatlon - S RTINS

Ko!odzre; 2005 25) ’

‘“Securzty is not Just a2 soqai concept or top|c to be studteci o
or analyzed; itis also a problem to be managed or. otherwse _
control[ecl by human commumtles on 2 regular basw |f they .
hope to surwve

Smith (2010:2).

European approaches to theorizing about security,
as it traces past, present, and possible future trends
in how security is studied by today’s scholars. For
those new to Security Studies and/or International
Relations, it will be a testing read, but stick with it,
because it will be a chapter that you will want to read
more than once as you increase your knowledge of
this subject; in each read you will discover some-
thing new. Once Chapters 1 and 27 have been read,
the book becomes a pick 'n’ mix, so if you want to
start with weapons of mass destruction (Chapter 18)
or terrorism (Chapter 19) then go right ahead. That
is not to say that the structure has no meaning, and
I would strongly advise that you at least begin with
the Approaches section and especially Chapters 2 and
3 in order to appreciate the primary role that states

and power have had in the study of security. By be-
ginning with the Approaches section you will be able
to appreciate just how hugely important different
approaches are in establishing what constitutes secu-
rity; a point that will be evident once you have read
Chapter 27.

The book is divided into three sections: differing Ap-
proaches to the study of security; the Deepening and
Broadening of security; and, finally, a range of Tradi-
tional and non-traditional issues that have emerged on
the security agenda. The authors come from a range
of countries, and their examples are global in scope.
Nevertheless, the field of Security Studies, as with In-
ternational Relations more generally, is dominated by
Western thought and approaches. One of the refresh-
ing changes in post-Cold War Security Studies is that

3
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the security problems of the developing world are no
longer either ignored or seen through the prism of the
East-West conflict. We are therefore examining these
security problems and, perhaps, in doing so, we will
witness the emergence of specifically African or Asian
approaches to the study of security that will force us
to rethink core assumptions and gain a greater under-
standing of the Security Studies field. In the meantime
the field, while global in scope, remains dominated by
Western thought.

Approaches

In the book’s first substantive chapter, Chapter 2,
Charles Glaser introduces the first of the two domi-
nant explanations of why and how states have sought
security: realism. Realism is not one approach but
rather a set of approaches, and in this chapter you will
be introduced to the divisions within this explanation
of why states behave the way they do as they seek se-
curity in an anarchic international environment. One
such division concerns debates within structural re-
alism, but there is also a more fundamental division
within realism: structural realism versus motivational
realism. Utilizing the emergence of China as a great
power, this chapter explains the key concepts realism
brings to the study of security as well as the breadth
of approaches that fall within its framework. The
second dominant explanation of why and how states
have sought security is the focus for Chapter 3. Here,
Patrick Morgan will introduce you to liberalism.
Whereas realism seeks an explanation for state be-
haviour in the international system, liberalism looks
to the state as the unit of analysis and places impor-
tance on domestic actors’ power and preferences and
the nature of their political systems. Since behaviour
is a product of domestic circumstances for liberalists,
states are not alike, and this means that international
relations are determined by the choices people make;
the world can operate in a realist manner, but for liber-
alists it does not have to. The recognition among state
leaders that they have common, shared, values means
that they can establish agreements on a range of is-
sues from trade to human rights that will benefit them
all and thus create a secure environment. Liberalism,
while recognizing that cooperation can be difficul, is
nevertheless an optimistic approach that posits lasting
security as a péssibﬂity.

We can think of these opening chapters as covering
traditional approaches to understanding the search

for security because they have underpinned much
of our thinking during the previous century; they
remain hugely influential, and just because they are
traditional does not mean they have been replaced by
more recent thinking. New thinking about security
has emerged, especially in the post-Cold War period,
and such approaches are explained and examined in
the other chapters in the Approaches section. You
should think of these new approaches as challenging
the dorninance of the traditional insights offered by re-
alism and liberalism. It may be that you find the tradi-
tional explanations of how security can be conceived
of and achieved convincing. This is fine so long as you
reach that conclusion with an understanding of the
other approaches—in other words, that you find an
approach to understanding security convincing based
not on ignorance of other approaches but with a full
understanding of them.

The first alternative approach has one of the most
recent labels to enter the security studies field—
historical materialism—but it hails from a tradition on
a par with the previous two chapters; in this instance
Marxism. Written by Eric Herring, it provides both
an explanation of what historical materialism is and
how it relates to the other approaches in this book’s
first section. The exploitative nature of capitalism and
the insecurities this generates form the focal point
for this approach to understanding what constitutes
security, and this is explained with reference to the
arms trade industry and international development.
Since this book is not intended to be read one chapter
after another you might want, after having read this
chapter, to look at Chapter 22 (Defence Trade) and
especially Chapter 16 (Development and Security) to
explore what insights an appreciation of historical
materialism provides in these particular issue areas.
Francis Fukuyama’s ‘End of History” was, in part, an
obituary for Marxism but perhaps in a slightly modi-
fied form you will consider it has much to reveal about
the insecurities that plague the contemporary world
(Fukuyama 1992).

The next alternative approach, and one that shares
with realism, liberalism, and Marxism a long tradition,
is peace studies, although as a formal field of study its
origins are found in the post-1945 period. Here the ap-
proach to security is distinctively broad based, both
in the nature of threats that the field covers and also
in its approaches to finding solutions. Thus, although
initially concerned with the arrival of nuclear weap-
ons, peace studies, Jong before the post-Cold War era,



were noting the security implications of environmen-
tal degradation and poverty. With its wide agenda, it
is not perhaps surprising to learn that academics work-
ing in peace studies come not just from politics and in-
ternational relations but other disciplines in the sociai
sciences, notably anthropology and sociology, as well
as the natural sciences, such as physics and mathemat-
ics; it is a truly interdisciplinary field. In Chapter 5 a
leading authority, Paul Rogers, provides a historical
account of how peace studies developed, highlight-
ing its characteristics and revealing its continued rele-
vancy to contemporary security studies.

The following chapter captures the reflections that
took place by some scholars studying security in the
immediate post-Cold War period. Labelted Critical
Security Studies (CSS), these reflections pre-date the
end of the Cold War, but they have flourished since
the removal of the nuclear sword of Damocles that
hung over the study of security. David Mutimer pro-
vides an explanation of the different approaches that
have developed since CSS first arrived on the scene
in 1994. For those new to critical thinking it is a de-
manding read, but thoroughly worthwhile, because,
amongst many of the things on which it will give you
pause to ponder, it unashamedly forces you to think
through your assumptions, and it reconnects security
with its normative origins.

While CSS was challenging traditional ways of
thinking about security, another alternative approach
was challenging the traditional explanations for state
behaviour in International Relations more broadly;
first coined in 1989, social constructivism has rapidly
emerged as a third explanation for why international
actors behave the way they do. As with realism and
liberalism, it is not one approach, and in Chapter 7
Christine Agius introduces us to two broad camps:
conventional and critical constructivism. For con-
structivists identities matter in explaining the search
for security, and identities are constituted through in-
teraction. Since state identities are malleable and can
change as a consequence of interaction, this means
we create the world in which we live. Conceiving
of relations as a product of how we think of them—
as opposed to them being something independent
from us—enables us to think of threats as socially
constructed. This can, as Chapter 7 reveals, provide
important insights into topics such as NATO enlarge-
ment and the War on Terror.

One of the new ‘buzz words’ in the security litera-
ture is human security. It shares much in common
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with critical approaches to security, the most notable
being its critique of the state-centrism of the tradi-
tional approach. As the name suggests, the referents
for security are humans, but, as Pauline Kerr explains
in Chapter 8, while this change of referent object re-
veals the close connection between development and
security, it also brings many challenges to maintain-
ing analytical rigour. Dividing human-security propo-
nents into narrow and broad schools makes it possible
for you to appreciate the vast arrays of threats that
exist to humans and their livelihoods and thus enables
you to make your own judgement about what consti-
tutes security. The chapter also compares the state-
centrism of realism with human security to reveal
both of their strengths and weaknesses.

A criticism aimed not just at security studies but at
the wider field of international relations is the failure
to appreciate the important insights that gender pro-
vides. In the penultimate chapter in the Approaches
section, Caroline Kennedy reveals two elements that
gender can provide in our understanding of security:
a practical appreciation of the role women have been
ascribed in the security field and a discursive element
that reveals the implicit link between militarism and
masculinity. The latter highlights how the notions
of honour, nobleness, and valour are associated with
masculinity and war, implicitly therefore leaving fem-
ininity devoid of such positive attributes. The former
notes how women, if they are mentioned at all, are
portrayed in a secondary, supporting role to men,
whereas the reality is that in many ways (rape, prosti-
tution, breeders) women are victims and their plight
has remained a silence in the study of security.

The final chapter in the Approaches section, Chap-
ter 10, examines a process known as ‘securitization’,
which was introduced to the literature by scholars
working at the Conflict and Peace Research Institute
(COPRI) in Copenhagen. Known collectively as the
Copenhagen School, these scholars place primary im-
portance on determining how an issue becomes a se-
curity issue, by how it is articulated. That is, we think
of something as a security issue because the elite, such
as political leaders, have convinced us that it repre-
sents a threat to our very survival. They are, there-
fore, interested in the ‘speech acts’ that the elite use in
order to convince an audience that, in order to coun-
ter a threat, they require emergency powers. It is then
a subjective approach to determining what constitutes
security. A threat exists because an audience has been
convinced it exists by the elite and it has granted the
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elite the authority to use emergency powers to coun-
ter the threat. The threat therefore is not something
that simply exists; it has to be articulated as a threat
for it to become a matter of security. Ralf Emmers ex-
plains this process, notes limitations with the concept
of securitization, and uses case studies ranging from
Australian reaction to undocumented migration to
the invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Deepening and Broadening

The middle section of the book examines the deep-
ening and broadening that has taken place in Security
Studies. As will have become evident from the Ap-
proaches section, the theoretical approach you take
towards examining security will determine the type
of subject matter that you consider constitutes secu-
rity. This part of the book contains six sectors of secu-
rity; these are the recognizable sectors that you will
find in the Security Studies literature. The exception
is regime security, which I have included instead of
political security, first because political security has a
tendency to become a miscellaneous section in which
security issues that cannot fit in the other sectors end
up, and secondly because, while political security is
concerned with external threats (concern with recog-
nition), its greater utility lies in internal threats (con-
cern with legitimacy) to the regime. Labelling the
chapter ‘regime’ therefore clarifies what the referent
object is and also highlights the internal dimension of
this security sector. Whether these sectors do consti-
tute security is contentious, so, as with all your read-
ing, adopt a critical, enquiring mind, and see if you are
persuaded.

We begin with military security because it is the
home of our traditional understanding of what con-
stitutes security; the use or threat to use force. In
Chapter 11 Michael Sheehan provides a clear exposi-
tion of the issues that are the staple diet of military
security: war, deterrence, alliances, arms control, and
so on; but, while these can be explained by traditional
approaches, this chapter reveals that the alternative
approaches have something to say about these issues
as well, and, in so doing, shed new light on the sub-
jects. Military security used to be the sine qua non of
security studies, and, while it no longer dominates
the discipline as it once did, it remains very much part
of the security agenda and remains an indispensable
component. What has changed is what constitutes
military security, and this chapter reveals the breadth

and depth of the subject in a concise and accessible
fashion.

Turning our attention to the security concerns
within states enables us to appreciate that life in the
developed world is far from indicative of that lived
by most of the planet’s inhabitants. The majority of
people living in the developing world face a vast range
of insecurities, from half a million people dying each
year from the use of light weapons to 40,000 dying
each day from hunger. There is, as Richard Jackson
writes in Chapter 12 on regime security, ‘a profound
disjuncture between the kinds of security enjoyed by
asmall group of developed nations and the kind of se-
curity environment inhabited by the majority of the
world’s population’. In this chapter you will have the
opportunity to understand the underlying causes of
the developing world’s inherent insecurity and why
itis that, far from being the providers of security, gov-
erning regimes become the main source of their peo-
ples’ insecurity. It is a bleak picture that is portrayed,
but after reading the chapter you will appreciate the
complexities that make bringing security to these
millions of people both urgent and yet extremely dif
ficult. The notion of an insecurity dilemma captures
not only the spiralling nature of the violence but also
how problematic it is to find a solution.

The broadening of security so that it means more
than a preoccupation with the state and military de-
fence should have been appreciated by now. In Chap-
ter 13 on societal security, an alternative to the state,
and indeed the individual, is posited. In this instance
you will be introduced to the notion of a collective
of people becoming the thing to be secured. In recent
times the term ‘ethnic’ has become a popular label for
describing conflict between groups within states. In
this chapter Paul Roe introduces you to a means of
examining the dynamics behind those ethnic conflicts
where identity lies at the conflict’s core. Importantly
he does so by focusing on non-military issues that can
give rise to insecurity and thereby shows how ambi-
guity in such seemingly non-threatening issues, such
as educatjon, can indeed become matters of great con-
cern. If you have an interest in the nexus between se-
curity and identity, this is a must-read chapter.

Although it pre-dates the end of the Cold War, it
was in the 1990s, and especially because of concern
over ozone depletion and global warming, that envir-
onmental change began to be thought of as a ‘new’
security threat. In Chapter 14, while you will be ex-
posed to the vast array of environmental degradation



that is occurring in today’s world, the question of in-
terest is what makes environmental change a matter
of security. Jon Barnett provides an explanation of
why the environment emerged on the security agenda
before providing six interpretations of environmentat
security. You will, therefore, have the opportunity to
consider whether the environment really is a security
issue and whether labelling it as a matter of security
helps or hinders attempts to reverse environmental
degradation. For those with a normative interest in
studying international security, this is an important
chapter to read.

The final two chapters in this section are concerned
with economics from two very different perspectives.
In Chapter 15 Gary Shiffman utilizes the rational de-
cision making that underpinned Adam Smith’s ex-
plantion of human nature to indicate how economic
instruments of the state can be used to pursue security
goals. With an appreciation of what explains human
behaviour, it then becomes possible to pursue eco-
nomic policies, such as sanctions, trade agreements,
or aid strategies, to fulfil policy goals. Drawing upon
a variety of examples, such as US economic engage-
ment with North Korea and US financial controls on
terrorist assets, the chapter reveals the security consid-
erations that underpin economic policy.

The final chapter of the deepening and broadening
part of the book, Chapter 16, continues the economy
theme, but here the focus is on how the liberal interna-
tional political economic order provides prosperity for
the developed North at the expense of the developing
South. Globalization is thus presented as an explana-
tion for those structural conditions that expose people
to a range of insecurities. Insecurities that ultimately
can drive demands for change and such change might
be manifest in rebellion, riots, and regime change. In
this chapter Nana Poku and Jacqueline Therkelsen
draw upon the recent events in Egypt and Greece to
highlight the insecurities that a globalized world has
created.

Traditional and non-traditional

The final section of the book highlights a series of
traditional and non-traditional security issues that
have emerged on the Security Studies agenda. The
section begins with traditional security concerns and
then moves to the non-traditional issues that have
emerged as the subject area has expanded. We begin
by addressing the traditional security concern of the
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threat and use of force. This is examined by looking
at how Western strategy has evolved post-Cold War
away from deterrence to compellence and in particu-
lar to the use of coercive diplomacy. This captures the
logic behind Western, and in particular US, strategic
thinking.

The Bush administration’s willingness to talk of
‘pre-emptive’ use of force, and indeed to implement
it, revealed a significant change in strategic thinking
in the West. It is no longer simply enough to deter op-
ponents from taking action,; it is now necessary to per-
suade, coerce, and, on occasion, force them to change
their behaviour. This, as Peter Viggo Jakobsen writes,
has led to the post-Cold War era witnessing the pur-
suit of coercive diplomacy. Coercive diplomacy is the
threat, and if necessary the limited use of force, de-
signed to make an opponent comply with the coer-
cer’s wishes. It is action short of brutal force and thus
an attempt to achieve a political objective as cheaply
as possible. It has been used to respond to acts of ag-
gression, halt weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
programumnes, and stop terrorism. Chapter 17 provides
you with the criteria for what constitutes coercive di-
plomacy and the obstacles to its success, and concludes
that Western efforts have largely failed. If you want to
understand the strategy that underpins Western, and
specifically US, policy on the use of force since the end
of the Cold War, this is a chapter for you.

Since the tragic events of 9/11, the acronym WMD
has been catapulted into everyday usage. Weapons
of mass destruction, and the fear that rogue states
or terrorists will target the USA or Europe with such
weapons, has become a central concern for Western
states. The belief that Iraq had an undisclosed arsenal
of WMD provided the justification for the USA’s deci-
sion to remove Saddam Hussein’s regime, and it was
the nuclear programmes of both North Korea and
Iran (the former a declared weapons programme; the
latter a potential and feared possibility) that earned
them membership of Bush’s "Axis of Evil'. What,
though, are WMD, why are they considered so differ-
ent from conventional weapons, how easy are they to
use, and what has been their impact on international
relations? These are the questions that James Wirtz
addresses in Chapter 18.

Terrorism, perhaps even more than WMD, has
come 1o OCCHP}’ a tOp spot on the security agendas Of
states. In Chapter 19 Brenda and Jim Lutz provide a
definition of terrorism and explain the various types
(religious, ethnic, ideological) and causes of terrorism.
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Using a typology that sees terrorism as either a form
of war, or crime, or disease, they are able to explain
why certain countermeasures are adopted by states
and their implications for civil liberties. The chapter
will provide you with details of terrorists ranging from
the Ku Klux Klan to al-Qaeda and reveal the incidence
of terrorism that has occurred throughout the world
in recent times.

After the end of the Cold War but prior to 9/11,
the subject that came to prominence in the field of
international security concerned the use of (primarily
Western) military force to intervene in cases of severe
human suffering; it has not gone away, and in Chapter
20 Alex Bellamy charts the arguments for and against
humanitarian intervention. The atrocities committed
in Bosnia and the genocide of Rwanda heralded the ar-
rival of the responsibility to protect (R2P). What R2P
means, what it means for coercive state intervention,
and what future R2P has in a world where mass atroci-
ties continue—as witnessed in Libya 2011 and Syria—
are the subjects the chapter examines.

We then turn our attention to the increasing de-
mands for energy coupled to the declining pool of
available resources; in the light of this, it is not surpris-
ing that energy security has become a critical issue for
states (and people). Chapter 21 on energy security pro-
vides both a detailed coverage of the topic, specifically
related to oil demand, and a link to previous chapters
in the Approaches and the Deepening and Broadening
sections. You will, for example, have an opportunity
to look at what historical materialism argues about
the state of energy security, and at the connections
that energy security has to economic and regime se-
curity, as well as thinking about energy security as an
issue not just for states but for human security as well.
The USA figures prominently, and reading this chap-
ter will enable you to appreciate that energy security
involves a complex nexus of geopolitical, economic,
and strategic concerns, which link together distant
regions of the globe, and disparate security concerns.

Chapter 22 examines the last of the traditional
security issues in this book: the arms or defence trade.
In this chapter Suzette Grillot provides an histori-
cal overview of how the trade in arms has evolved,
including recent trends, as well as the connections
between the legal and illicit arms trade. It concludes
by examining the methods implemented to control
the defence trade. The chapter reveals the defence
trade to be multifaceted and complex with a variety
of actors engaged in the production and procurement

of weapons. Case studies include the procurement
of weapon systems by terrorists as well as efforts to
limit the trade in particular weapon systems, such as
Jandmines.

In Chapter 23 we turn to our first non-traditional
security issue, health, and here Stefan Elbe examines
how diseases such as AIDS and SARS are a threat to
both human and national security. AIDS is a pan-
demic; it was estimated in 2010 that around 1.8 million
people die annually of AIDS-related illnesses, while a
further 2.6 million people continue to become newly
infected with the virus every year. This chapter shows
how diseases can be thought of as a security issue for
individuals, ranging from their economic impact to
specific effects on food security for instance, to na-
tional security matters, such as the prevalence of HIV
amongst soldiers. While diseases represent an exac-
erbating factor for national security, they are a direct
threat when individuals are the referent object. This
chapter concludes by noting that terrorists have de-
liberately used a biological agent to spread terror, and
the potential for further attacks has enhanced the sali-
ence of bio-security on states” security agendas.

Ournextchapterfocuses on another non-traditional
security matter that has become increasingly promi-
nent on national security agendas; transnational crime.
In 1999 Thailand identified the narcotics trade as the
country’s number one threat to national security.
Drug trafficking, along with, among others, human
trafficking and money laundering across national fron-
tiers, are all forms of transnational crime, and, as the
Thai experience reveals, this non-traditional security
issue has risen rapidly up the national security agen-
das of states in the post-Cold War era. In Chaprer
24 Jeanne Giraldo and Harold Trinkunas reveal the
multiple ways in which transnational crime impacts
directly, and indirectly, on human and national secu-
rity. They explain why it has become more prevalent
since the 1990s, the links between organized crime and
terrorism, and the various responses that states have
taken to curb its operation. If you want to appreciate
a “dark side’ of globalization and how transnational
criminal activity has impacted on international secu-
rity, this is a must-read chapter.

Chapter 25 turns our attention to one of the most
current topics to appear in the field of security studies;
cyber-security. Whether in the fields of security, diplo-
macy, or indeed any aspect of international relations,
information and its generation, management and ma-
nipulation has always been considered paramount.



The ability to control knowledge, beliefs and ideas are
as central to achieving security as tangible resources,
such as military forces and raw materials. It is the realm
of cyberspace, connoting a fusion of communication
networks, darabases, and sources of information, that
is the environment for this chapter’s examination of in-
formation control. Utilizing three different discourses
(technical, cyber-crime and cyber-espionage, cyber-
war) Myriam Dunn Cavelty explains the inherent inse-
curity of information infrastructure, although she does
conclude that the level of cyber-risk is often overrated.

The examination of what non-traditional is-
sues constitute Security Studies today concludes by

Conclusion

You are, as I am sure you appreciate, about to embark
upon a whirlwind tour of a fascinating subject—a sub-
ject that has undergone, and continues to undergo, a
thorough introspection of its core assumptions. It is a
wonderful time to be a scholar of the discipline—and
by scholar I mean students and tutors—because there
is so much new and innovative thinking taking place
thatitisimpossible foritnot to open your mind. Listen
to the ideas contained in the chapters that follow and
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examining the concept of child soldiers. This is a topic
that has recently gained prominence, but it is not
new; children have been agents in conflict for cent-
uries. They are an under-theorized and under-utilized
political agent, and in Chapter 26 Helen Brocklehurst
brings to the fore their recruitment and role and the
implications these have for our thinking about war
and security. The legal dimension is examined and
the difficulties of demobilization and reintegration
are highlighted. Throughout, the chapter provides
a critical analysis, challenging preconceptions and
revealing the complexities the topic of child soldiers
encapsulates,

if, by the end of it, you are more confused than you
are now, then it has been a worthwhile enterprise. A
caveat should, though, be added: that your confusion
is not a reflection of ignorance but an appreciation of
how complicated and complex the subject is and how
challenging it is therefore to be a scholar of Security
Studies. The chapter began with the question: what
is Security Studies? It is all of this and more. Happy
reading.

Visit the Online Resource Centre that accompanies this book for lots of interesting additional material:

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/collins3e/






