
Human Being and Society in the Information Hurricane: Threats of the Age of 
Hyperconnectivity 
 
This seminar offers a comprehensive examination of the multifaceted nature of information 
warfare, focusing on how political narratives, disinformation, and media influence shape 
both democratic processes and global conflicts. The course covers a wide range of themes, 
including the use of popular culture as a tool for political messaging, resilience and 
vulnerability factors in information disorders, and the long-term human cost of information 
warfare. 
Through case studies such as Russian information strategies across different geopolitical 
contexts, participants will analyze the tools, tactics, and platforms used to manipulate public 
opinion. The seminar will also explore how global and local narratives about justice, peace, 
and equality are influenced by these tactics, with a focus on the ethical, social, and political 
consequences of the global struggle for truth in the media. 
 
 

1. March, 5: Reality Makers: Information Hurrican from Anthropological, Political, 
and Historical Prospectives 
 

The session delves into how the unstoppable flow of information influences our 
perceptions of reality, viewed through anthropological, political, and historical lenses. 
From anthropological and historical stances, it reveals the profound impact of 
information saturation on cultural norms, collective identities, and our intrinsic need 
for storytelling. Politically, it highlights how governments, media, and powerful figures 
manipulate information to shape public opinion, sway elections, and alter collective 
memory.  

Literature: 

●   Floridi, L. (2020). The green and the blue: A new political ontology for a mature 
information society. SSRN. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3831094 

● Optional: Levin, I., & Mamlok, D. (2021). Culture and society in the digital age. 
Information, 12(2), 68. 

 
 
 

2. March, 12: Resilience and Vulnerability Factors to Information Disorders  

This session examines the factors contributing to societies’ resilience or vulnerability 
to disinformation on macro, micro, and intermediary levels. The focus is on the 

https://download.ssrn.com/21/04/21/ssrn_id3831094_code2644503.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGIaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCIFnycKNoyd2zlMUXw6vNYi0pqUxrjmAJDHDwMgzOtMxHAiAlTNWba%2BV2iOT1QNU%2FfclErOLd3aesBLB%2FErUnOP7w7CrGBQiK%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F8BEAQaDDMwODQ3NTMwMTI1NyIMal9mI2B90yvPgks5KpoFInxqs82yk2I9yOYZIm3%2Fk7RZESxGCreF5tqGY1gLsafNnPLsWb5pmDkiJgm7xA7XPbJVeuAiIgUwsr9t2HZrrJgw6mPaCWUa1yYhWL21uAxIQNhkS8N8edvyI0VGR1KYunCYzuNsW67yLd%2BO9LvN9Mp6l24wzgFkljrSK3ttnKkTKHduENqxmuyZcShJcuW3zGV3qLQSkLrmeONO99nLMxo%2B49tiyNgzWp0wVCcGTovm9c7PGP2tgT9nCAyKhweoUEbz20tHOzCO38gSRbjBkPF0IelDBLTyxPCg86WHnke%2FfJywQgziJS2KGqqS9zK5y4XcQbGVYv7eBxr8O2gUf4d9h8PnK0SJ%2BygEFruwdGDtbgoaQjGiYWNLW56v9q%2F6YEYh7yyHopjHWOQe8qg7MOy4hRQWTFEC8yvOxPs4sB0m6rmFyzYd4DkDDMvW0BAFZ8v2h3DdxPcN8yFuylEWCyUB4oUjA%2Fj%2FGmwDB7kBwB%2ByLgky%2FR62a%2BHyd1BDYSpRgRS4KCQqD6ZZLpHZeE0F6E4Ec1bWKG5Gm4PeDxGIQEYLnlG4Rfs6x43YWu%2FLn5KqooomLTFMtwK35WbjLzoHTZmYJkL0NwWOaEzCWivLzWjXRtsZkAO83NtlN5L6PWRtsQwlNaSsUA6kez%2FI0PJe9SC%2BHOEnx0LcbCHUInZYSyGPoCcD6xc%2BxcmlzI%2FG%2FqdBYp0tIjqlzjqnQYrABZj7H9Yh8kUcsa%2B0dIw9H3ujrhr%2FLD%2FhJYalKW6LMTK9j1eC3pGouAgSWvBvfGJQJLv8InMu2iZQHg2DcZU%2FVlR3KXU8%2BbKarhIlMi6Q%2FCC60RAcPEov6VnJpzoIztpn23KKYR5WAybJnQj3sewaY%2Frq4zbUqAvfRJnjTpkAMNWh0b0GOrIBdrNBosxYUcZJILUiFciSl2158gHFArUofHHzf04CM7M0zpkDl05Sasit9t74veHAtltgxRneJs8MPGykD6ZnmEVTd2ugUZPBO%2Bvh16wg9l1fmAuF2cSn29YEZRUemQpXvPof16plOtnYAFCZm%2Bi34LPA58CRWrQ6ToPuchB10ewcMsXfBBUkqH9ewURhcx5CNjOcDZuVy7%2FJtPoL7Idiqr4QWNyWrC5gKeplvKzVC%2Fq%2FiA%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20250218T100354Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAUPUUPRWE4MMXOYXJ%2F20250218%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=18f81bbb77eb3e4462138805c610d4de3ebd013a813b598ee0a0c27355226c19&abstractId=3831094
https://download.ssrn.com/21/04/21/ssrn_id3831094_code2644503.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGIaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCIFnycKNoyd2zlMUXw6vNYi0pqUxrjmAJDHDwMgzOtMxHAiAlTNWba%2BV2iOT1QNU%2FfclErOLd3aesBLB%2FErUnOP7w7CrGBQiK%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F8BEAQaDDMwODQ3NTMwMTI1NyIMal9mI2B90yvPgks5KpoFInxqs82yk2I9yOYZIm3%2Fk7RZESxGCreF5tqGY1gLsafNnPLsWb5pmDkiJgm7xA7XPbJVeuAiIgUwsr9t2HZrrJgw6mPaCWUa1yYhWL21uAxIQNhkS8N8edvyI0VGR1KYunCYzuNsW67yLd%2BO9LvN9Mp6l24wzgFkljrSK3ttnKkTKHduENqxmuyZcShJcuW3zGV3qLQSkLrmeONO99nLMxo%2B49tiyNgzWp0wVCcGTovm9c7PGP2tgT9nCAyKhweoUEbz20tHOzCO38gSRbjBkPF0IelDBLTyxPCg86WHnke%2FfJywQgziJS2KGqqS9zK5y4XcQbGVYv7eBxr8O2gUf4d9h8PnK0SJ%2BygEFruwdGDtbgoaQjGiYWNLW56v9q%2F6YEYh7yyHopjHWOQe8qg7MOy4hRQWTFEC8yvOxPs4sB0m6rmFyzYd4DkDDMvW0BAFZ8v2h3DdxPcN8yFuylEWCyUB4oUjA%2Fj%2FGmwDB7kBwB%2ByLgky%2FR62a%2BHyd1BDYSpRgRS4KCQqD6ZZLpHZeE0F6E4Ec1bWKG5Gm4PeDxGIQEYLnlG4Rfs6x43YWu%2FLn5KqooomLTFMtwK35WbjLzoHTZmYJkL0NwWOaEzCWivLzWjXRtsZkAO83NtlN5L6PWRtsQwlNaSsUA6kez%2FI0PJe9SC%2BHOEnx0LcbCHUInZYSyGPoCcD6xc%2BxcmlzI%2FG%2FqdBYp0tIjqlzjqnQYrABZj7H9Yh8kUcsa%2B0dIw9H3ujrhr%2FLD%2FhJYalKW6LMTK9j1eC3pGouAgSWvBvfGJQJLv8InMu2iZQHg2DcZU%2FVlR3KXU8%2BbKarhIlMi6Q%2FCC60RAcPEov6VnJpzoIztpn23KKYR5WAybJnQj3sewaY%2Frq4zbUqAvfRJnjTpkAMNWh0b0GOrIBdrNBosxYUcZJILUiFciSl2158gHFArUofHHzf04CM7M0zpkDl05Sasit9t74veHAtltgxRneJs8MPGykD6ZnmEVTd2ugUZPBO%2Bvh16wg9l1fmAuF2cSn29YEZRUemQpXvPof16plOtnYAFCZm%2Bi34LPA58CRWrQ6ToPuchB10ewcMsXfBBUkqH9ewURhcx5CNjOcDZuVy7%2FJtPoL7Idiqr4QWNyWrC5gKeplvKzVC%2Fq%2FiA%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20250218T100354Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAUPUUPRWE4MMXOYXJ%2F20250218%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=18f81bbb77eb3e4462138805c610d4de3ebd013a813b598ee0a0c27355226c19&abstractId=3831094
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-2489/12/2/68
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-2489/12/2/68


tension between the regulation of information spaces and the preservation of 
democratic freedoms, exploring the ethical and practical implications for digital 
governance. 

Literature: 

● Bjola, C. (2018). The ethics of countering digital propaganda. Ethics & international 
affairs, 32(3), 305-315. 

● Optional: Humprecht, E., Esser, F., & Van Aelst, P. (2020). Resilience to online 
disinformation: A framework for cross-national comparative research. The 
International Journal of Press/Politics, 25(3), 493-516. 

 
 

 
 

3. March, 19: The Narrative War in Popular Culture 

This topic explores how political narratives and counter-narratives are disseminated 
through movies, TV series, and video games. It analyzes the role of popular culture 
in shaping political consciousness, drawing connections between entertainment 
media and real-world political strategies. 

Literature: 

● Optional: Shevchuk, Y. (2023). Filmmaking as Cultural Aggression. Images. The 
International Journal of European Film, Performing Arts and Audiovisual 
Communication, 34(43), 29-48. 
 

 

 

4. March, 26: Meme Culture as Narrative: The Role of Humor, Satire, and 
Symbolism in Collective Imagination and Polarization 

This seminar will explore the role of memes as important artifacts of collective 
memory, shaping public perception and preserving significant events, individuals, 
and social issues within our shared consciousness. We will examine the factors that 
contribute to meme virality, their emotional impact, and the influential role of digital 
humor in commemorating contemporary history. Join us for this insightful discussion 
on the cultural significance of memes in our digital age. 

Literature: 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ethics-and-international-affairs/article/ethics-of-countering-digital-propaganda/DF393C0793F31EE0940E9208E24CB6A8
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ethics-and-international-affairs/article/ethics-of-countering-digital-propaganda/DF393C0793F31EE0940E9208E24CB6A8
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1940161219900126
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1940161219900126
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1940161219900126
https://pressto.amu.edu.pl/index.php/i/article/view/39823/33617
https://pressto.amu.edu.pl/index.php/i/article/view/39823/33617
https://pressto.amu.edu.pl/index.php/i/article/view/39823/33617


● Nieubuurt JT (2021) Internet Memes: Leaflet Propaganda of the Digital Age. Front. 
Commun. 5:547065. 

● Optional: Liagusha, A., & Iarovyi, D. (2025). Memes, freedom, and resilience to 
information disorders: Information warfare between democracies and autocracies. 
Social Sciences & Humanities Open, 11, 101247. 

 

 

 

5. April, 2: Human Agency in the Age of Hyperconnectivity: The Individual vs. 
Collective Narratives in Information Warfare 

This topic explores the evolving role of human agency in an era dominated by digital 
networks and algorithmically driven communication. The class examines how 
individuals navigate, construct, and contest narratives within hyperconnected 
information ecosystems, where traditional collective action is increasingly supplanted 
by personalized, networked forms of engagement. 

Literature: 

● Coeckelbergh, M. (2024). What is digital humanism? A conceptual analysis and an 
argument for a more critical and political digital (post)humanism. Journal of 
Responsible Technology, 17 

● Optional:  Bennett, W. L., & Segerberg, A. (2012). THE LOGIC OF CONNECTIVE 
ACTION: Digital media and the personalization of contentious politics. Information, 
Communication & Society, 15(5), 739–768. 

 
 
 

6. April, 9: The Human Cost of Information War and a Struggle for a Just Peace 

This session focuses on the social, economic, and ethical consequences of 
information warfare, particularly on vulnerable groups and long-term development. 
Participants will examine global narratives about peace and victory, particularly how 
fairness and justice are framed in the context of conflict resolution. 

Literature: 

● Nieminen, H. (2024). Why does disinformation spread in liberal democracies? The 
relationship between disinformation, inequality, and the media. Javnost-The Public, 
31(1), 123-140. 

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/communication/articles/10.3389/fcomm.2020.547065/full?source=Snapzu
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/communication/articles/10.3389/fcomm.2020.547065/full?source=Snapzu
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291124004443
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291124004443
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291124004443
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666659623000161
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666659623000161
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666659623000161
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lance-Bennett-2/publication/287393379_The_logic_of_connective_action_Digital_media_and_the_personalization_of_contentious_politics/links/57cd3fc008aedb6d6d9dc0b6/The-Logic-of-Connective-Action-Digital-Media-and-the-Personalization-of-Contentious-Politics.pdf?origin=publication_detail&_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uRG93bmxvYWQiLCJwcmV2aW91c1BhZ2UiOiJwdWJsaWNhdGlvbiJ9fQ&__cf_chl_tk=LADjF77Kavdbl4cSXk0Y63OoFH79cP79AviKT1Uslbs-1739873750-1.0.1.1-q9pjC7MMR5s.e0TMmtyzOjPbdkNA.qskY_SfH8OaV_A
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lance-Bennett-2/publication/287393379_The_logic_of_connective_action_Digital_media_and_the_personalization_of_contentious_politics/links/57cd3fc008aedb6d6d9dc0b6/The-Logic-of-Connective-Action-Digital-Media-and-the-Personalization-of-Contentious-Politics.pdf?origin=publication_detail&_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uRG93bmxvYWQiLCJwcmV2aW91c1BhZ2UiOiJwdWJsaWNhdGlvbiJ9fQ&__cf_chl_tk=LADjF77Kavdbl4cSXk0Y63OoFH79cP79AviKT1Uslbs-1739873750-1.0.1.1-q9pjC7MMR5s.e0TMmtyzOjPbdkNA.qskY_SfH8OaV_A
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lance-Bennett-2/publication/287393379_The_logic_of_connective_action_Digital_media_and_the_personalization_of_contentious_politics/links/57cd3fc008aedb6d6d9dc0b6/The-Logic-of-Connective-Action-Digital-Media-and-the-Personalization-of-Contentious-Politics.pdf?origin=publication_detail&_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uRG93bmxvYWQiLCJwcmV2aW91c1BhZ2UiOiJwdWJsaWNhdGlvbiJ9fQ&__cf_chl_tk=LADjF77Kavdbl4cSXk0Y63OoFH79cP79AviKT1Uslbs-1739873750-1.0.1.1-q9pjC7MMR5s.e0TMmtyzOjPbdkNA.qskY_SfH8OaV_A
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13183222.2024.2311019
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13183222.2024.2311019
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13183222.2024.2311019


● Optional:  Bennett, W. L., & Livingston, S. (2018). The disinformation order: 
Disruptive communication and the decline of democratic institutions. European 
journal of communication, 33(2), 122-139. 

 

 

 

7. April, 16: Network Society and Attention Economy: Identity and Democratic 
Deterioration 

This session explores how the dynamics of communication in a networked society 
influence identity formation, political engagement, and democratic values. 
Participants will examine how the economics of attention - driven by algorithms and 
media competition for user engagement- affects the quality of democratic discourse, 
media integrity, and political participation. This discussion will also focus on how 
social media platforms shape political identities and contribute to polarization, as 
well as how these shifts deteriorate the health of democracy and media trust. 

Literature: 

● White, D. J. (2024). Paying attention to attention: psychological realism and the 
attention economy. Synthese, 203(2), 43. 

 

 

 

8. April, 23: Case Study: Russian Information Strategies 

This session offers an in-depth exploration of Russian information strategies in 
liberal democracies, the Global South, and post-Soviet spaces. It looks at the tools 
and platforms Russia employs to influence public opinion and destabilize political 
systems, with an emphasis on propaganda and soft power. 

Literature: 

● Nye Jr, J. S. (2008). Public diplomacy and soft power. The annals of the American 
academy of political and social science, 616(1), 94-109. 

● Optional: Kols, R. (2022). Hybrid Threats: The Baltic Perspective. Written testimony 
to the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0267323118760317
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0267323118760317
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0267323118760317
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11229-023-04460-4.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11229-023-04460-4.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0002716207311699
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0002716207311699
https://www.csce.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/RKols_Hybrid-threats-Baltic-Perspective-2022.pdf
https://www.csce.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/RKols_Hybrid-threats-Baltic-Perspective-2022.pdf


 

9. April, 30: New Puritanism: Moral Policing, Information Control, and the 
Shaping of Public Discourse 
 
This lecture delves into the rise of “new puritanism” in digital spaces, focusing on 
how online moral policing and information control influence public discourse. It 
examines how social media and news platforms impose strict norms on acceptable 
speech and behavior, resulting in public scrutiny, self-censorship, and a reduced 
range of viewpoints. Through case studies, the session will highlight the societal 
effects of these dynamics, including the exacerbation of social divides and the 
challenges posed to freedom of expression. Additionally, it will explore the 
importance of balancing inclusive online environments with the preservation of 
diverse perspectives in today’s rapidly changing digital landscape. 

Literature: 

● Talaifar, S., & Lowery, B. S. (2023). Freedom and Constraint in Digital Environments: 
Implications for the Self. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 18(3), 544-575 

● Optional: Duncombe, C. 2019. “The Politics of Twitter: Emotions and the Power of 
Social Media.” International Political Sociology 13, 409–429 

● Optional: Bouvier, G., & Machin, D. (2021). What gets lost in Twitter ‘cancel culture’ 
hashtags? Calling out racists reveals some limitations of social justice campaigns. 
Discourse & Society, 32(3), 307-327. 

 

 

 

10. May, 7: Memory Wars in the Digital Age: Collective Memory, Information 
Warfare, and Public History. Cases from authoritarian and democratic 
regimes 

This class thoughtfully explores how digital technologies shape our collective 
memory in both authoritarian and democratic regimes. It highlights the significant 
roles that state and non-state actors play in "memory wars," examining how 
governments, media, and civil society influence historical narratives via digital 
platforms and using memes. Key topics include memory policies, the role of 
social media in shaping our historical awareness, the impact of disinformation 
campaigns, and the emergence of digital activism in response to memory 
manipulation.  

Literature: 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17456916221098036
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17456916221098036
https://watermark.silverchair.com/olz013.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAA2swggNnBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggNYMIIDVAIBADCCA00GCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMPstz2uvpG088wKjxAgEQgIIDHqjLT3ms0DE-ixiSu3Ujq6RGeu4MKCJj7K5vH8yTyBwH3LMjbPqjNrRwwptEcepiHR3WmD_Bca8UCaKincXkjjfUL-rWy43QZMlW9lhZqnKPLUFIjK3H6yi9KrW8CDbPqgl5f4pBOtNWcx-zwM_7Z_eiYdn42WwDdgXW47yw2qyqwIa9qwbL-3PGx9Oay44p8XrIs8I7U5PeXDK8iuTHnHf3t18jOrSqd4HFTgwvgEFXerzQG0j3uGgcGV4bzE3vdhJcohOrD_vRluj3hX0ZZ6CM7Eg1OFp2lS9d9jJKCLECWtPNSUuqrA8gKcWVm6MJ6gvaMW176pIHGg1v6pldhSjGQKGKMfjKIWXH6BPLsj2QhkKIGJVZ_3qtja6ha-xCP9VlGz6CSIRwJTL2-134BEyHrnSY-DW5CFt7yDCR3OhAO9-pNij2xiJhDlqB20AbhmKJxf9tBK6-oSpauM_DQLN-l1Dju1EiQvWZ7QIiC-DYiS3pcDT_jmJbSjvDJ7u7Bczvq8hMkKCzX62SV0RUUAb9nO1LNr79BZHqy_H9TzSaQIOWmnA-g3D0NsJ9mMBHmRNmyMU0He3Twm-p_xrDEavMc3mmXyG8FK83nEm3WJGiKhKBpFymqvCMDeyeFypznxJcu0BjcKkTqRjNHC1pW3PVefUDzOq4WjMNKXMoiTgAKx2i866cZ8k90yOS_n2j2SW7SZFSSO9mjDpJ2fj1D29yH5DgYyLYXR5mFYU5aoD71IeRf26htehAIhtOM90KzksDSEvLhcTdHzi5i0qbZZVVxE8lr8vmwRTcXa5DNAsEwO6hLPBmAvsc11Q3XNj2KwRPSTbkNeADZiabgAVjdk57hQnu1sm5Or-CSAODS16TazTUOhRtt1NlqBZuL6vSfOaAYNucsopwDh6dwHLUmxeXs8NUkw8ufzri4LDRuTXukG49avBby2fBd14HAbH2Bn-K_mjrfEsChSYIdL135l92R02BsP1JAoRgbILkoGtiME4XdBdxuY4G9q56yAJekZxV-EgezIcmVLszhsyMMlx-aX0IehE8Ui7QtEXZ7g
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