Research, Analysis, and Publication Support
Participant Handout — Humanitarian Data, Governance, and Democratic Futures
Purpose
This seminar is not only about learning tools. It is a structured opportunity to develop your own research project. From Week 1, you will select a topic and apply each week's concepts, methods, and ethical perspectives to your own work. By Week 10, you will have a substantially developed research plan: a focused question, documented evidence, a justified methodology, and an ethics and governance assessment.
If you wish to develop your work for publication after the seminar, we may offer further support with analysis, writing, peer review, and submission. Publication is possible but not guaranteed.
Time commitment: 2–4 hours per week. Weeks 8–9 are heaviest.
Who this seminar is for
· New to research? An evidence synthesis or comparative document analysis is a complete Week 10 output.
· Prior experience? You will move toward a tested analytical workflow or pilot dataset by Weeks 8–9.
· Facilitators will discuss your pathway at the first data clinic.
Step 1: Choosing Your Research Topic
A strong topic sits at the intersection of:
· A crisis or humanitarian problem you care about.
· A clear, answerable research question.
· Data, documents, or evidence you can access.
· A contribution to knowledge, policy, or practice.
Test your topic:
· Specific? ("Climate displacement in Bangladesh" not "climate change.")
· Answerable with available evidence?
· Relevant to humanitarian policy or practice?
· Ethically sound and unlikely to harm vulnerable populations?
· Realistic scope for a first project?
· Can be refined as you learn?

** Research Feasibility Checkpoint: Before investing heavily in a project, assess whether the evidence/data are accessible, sufficiently complete, appropriate for the question, legally usable, ethically appropriate, and realistic within the seminar timeline.

Possible Topic Areas
· Data availability and gaps: How has humanitarian data funding affected IDP reporting in Sudan?
· Governance and accountability: How do IASC data-responsibility principles translate into field operations?
· Displacement and legal categories: How do legal definitions of IDPs and refugees affect cross-border displacement measurement?
· Platform power and invisibility: How do platform policies affect crisis-related content visibility?
· Climate and environmental data: How can night-time lights or NDVI time series contribute to displacement-risk analysis in the Sahel?
· Ethics and visualisation: How do aid agencies represent poverty and vulnerability, and what alternatives exist?
· Data sovereignty and decolonisation: How can CARE or OCAP principles inform humanitarian data governance?
· Surveillance and biometrics: What are the consent, privacy, and function-creep risks of biometric registration in refugee settings?
Sensitive topics (biometrics, surveillance, active conflict, identifiable data, vulnerable populations) require additional ethical review. Start in Week 1.
Step 2: Matching Your Topic to Evidence
Starting points:
· Displacement: UNHCR Refugee Data Finder; IOM DTM; IDMC GIDD; HDX
· Conflict and crisis: ACLED; UCDP; HDX; ReliefWeb
· Climate and environment: NASA Black Marble; MODIS NDVI; VIIRS fire; Trends.Earth
· Humanitarian funding: OCHA FTS; IATI Standard
· Governance and accountability: IASC guidance; CHS Alliance reports
· Platform and AI: Platform policy pages; OCHA State of Open Humanitarian Data
· Biometrics and surveillance: HRW reports; The Engine Room
· Data sovereignty: CARE Principles; OCAP Principles; RDA resources
These are starting points. Assess quality, purpose, coverage, licensing, and ethics. If evidence is insufficient, narrow the topic, change the question, use qualitative methods, or change the output.
Step 3: How Weekly Lessons Feed Your Research
Each week's topic connects to a specific research task:
	Week
	Seminar Focus
	Research Task

	1
	Crisis, governance, political economy of data
	Identify topic and preliminary question

	2
	Displacement, borders, narrative erasure
	Refine question and map evidence

	3
	Humanitarian data governance and accountability
	Draft governance and ethics section

	4
	Data sovereignty, interoperability, algorithmic futures
	Assess how data systems shape your problem

	5
	Data sovereignty and decolonisation
	Review positionality, participation, authority

	6
	Surveillance, biometrics, border technologies
	Assess risks, consent, privacy, harms

	7
	Platform suppression and search invisibility
	Test source availability; document platform limits

	8
	Climate displacement and environmental data
	Build or test dataset, corpus, or workflow

	9
	Archiving, ethics, publication-quality evidence
	Conduct pilot analysis; assess limitations

	10
	Democratic futures, data justice, final reflections
	Present project; finalise post-seminar plan


You are not expected to know your final question in Week 1. Document how your project changes in response to feedback, data limits, and ethical concerns.
Research Development Log: After each week, note: What did I learn? How does it affect my question? What changed? What ethical issue emerged? What will I do before the next clinic?
Research Project Canvas: Maintain a one-page working summary with the
problem, research question, evidence/data, unit of analysis, method, expected contribution, key ethical concern, main limitation, intended audience/output, and the next decision to make.
Step 4: Data Clinics
Clinics run weekly after each session, in small groups of 3–4. Sign up by end of preceding session. Urgent or sensitive issues: request a 1:1 at least 24 hours ahead. Come with a specific question or decision point.
We will support you with: refining your question; identifying evidence; assessing data quality and licensing; choosing and justifying methods; developing ethics and governance assessments; identifying risks; building pilot datasets or workflows; interpreting uncertainty; improving figures; and planning post-seminar work.
Step 5: Ethics, Governance, and Data Responsibility
Before analysing or publishing:
· Permission: Do you have permission to use the data? Comply with data-protection and copyright requirements.
· Ethics review: Sensitive topics require review. If you have no institutional board, the seminar's review is your review of record. Submit one page by the Week 2 clinic.
· Do no harm: Could analysis identify, endanger, or stigmatise people? What should be withheld or aggregated?
· Data protection: Store identifiable data on encrypted storage only. Limit access. Delete working copies once outputs are finalised.
· Consent: Informed, voluntary, appropriate.
· Community review: Have affected communities reviewed findings where feasible?
· Positionality: How does your role shape the research?
· AI: Disclose and verify AI use.
Suggested addition — AI Use: Participants should distinguish between appropriate support (e.g., brainstorming, language editing, or coding assistance), uses that require verification (e.g., factual claims, citations, data interpretation, and code outputs), and uses that could create integrity or confidentiality concerns. AI-assisted work should be disclosed and independently verified.
· Misleadingness: Could visuals or headlines lead to false conclusions?
Step 6: Research Outputs
Your project need not become a journal article. Possible outputs: journal article, policy brief, data note, conference paper, thesis chapter, research report, methods note, public-facing analysis, interactive map, or evidence review. The output may change as research develops.
Step 7: Post-Seminar Support and Publication
Research may continue after the seminar. Subject to readiness, ethics, and capacity, support may include: completing analysis; troubleshooting methods; reviewing findings; preparing figures; developing an article or brief; identifying outlets; reviewing drafts; preparing submissions; responding to reviewers.
Publication is not guaranteed.
Capacity is limited. For structured publication mentoring, submit a short continuation plan by Week 9: current status, intended output, remaining tasks, unresolved issues, timeline, and support requested.
Step 8: Authorship
Discuss authorship early and revisit if contributions change. Authorship requires substantial intellectual contribution to research, analysis, interpretation, or manuscript, plus drafting or critical revision, approval of the final version, and responsibility for the published work. Teaching or general supervision does not automatically establish authorship.
Default: Facilitators are acknowledged, not co-authors. Co-authorship considered only where contribution meets criteria, decided in writing by the Week 8 clinic.
Step 9: What to Bring to the First Data Clinic
· One-paragraph research idea.
· Draft research question.
· At least one dataset or evidence source.
· Brief explanation of the problem.
· Intended audience or output.
· Ethical, legal, or access concerns.
· Rough timeline.
· One question about method or evidence.
Step 10: Week 10 Research Plan
By Week 10, your plan should include: focused question; problem statement; preliminary contribution; literature or evidence map; source inventory; data quality and access assessment; justified method; ethics and governance assessment; pilot analysis or tested procedure where feasible; limitations and uncertainty; visualisation plan; reproducibility plan; intended output and audience; realistic post-seminar plan.

Research Development Pathway: Idea → research question → evidence → method → pilot analysis → findings/limitations → output → post-seminar or publication plan. The pathway can be revised as evidence, feasibility, and ethical considerations develop.

Our Commitment
We will help you strengthen your research question, evidence base, analysis plan, ethical reasoning, and communication. We will not write your paper or guarantee publication. We will challenge assumptions, improve methods, identify risks, and help you communicate evidence responsibly.
Your Commitment
Come prepared. Document decisions. Be transparent about limitations. Engage with feedback. Respect data subjects and communities. Protect sensitive information. Disclose AI use. Follow ethical and legal requirements. Take responsibility for quality and integrity.
Contact and Next Steps
Bring your draft research idea, preliminary question, and evidence source to the first data clinic. We will build a research-development roadmap together. By Week 10, you should have a developed research plan and a clear pathway for completing the research after the seminar.

